
Bering Strait

Port Access Route Study



Ports and Waterways Safety Act  

(PWSA)  

P.L. 95-474; 33 U.S.C. 1223

Coast Guard is responsible for: 

Designation of fairways and traffic separation 

schemes to provide safe access routes for 

vessels proceeding to and from ports



International Strait = International Rules

International Maritime Organization 

study requires evaluation of:

- Navigational Hazards

- Traffic Patterns

- Environmental Concerns

- Aids to Navigation

- Hydrographic Surveys 



PARS Process

Port Access Route Study

Federal Register Notice

International Maritime 
Organization

Vessel Traffic, Marine Environmental, Mandatory or Voluntary, AtoN Considerations

Departments of State, Defense, and Commerce

Public Comment (on PARS recommendations)

Joint US-Russia Proposal Negotiations

Federal Register Notice
Public Comment (ends September 6th)

US Interagency Group



Potential Ship Routing 

Measures

Traffic Separation Scheme

Precautionary Area

Area to be Avoided

Recommended Route



Ship Reporting Systems

•Simple Call In Reporting
•Vessel Traffic Services



Competing Demands

Oil & Gas Industry
Whaling and Walrus Commissions

State/local Govt

Tribes

US Coast Guard

Russian Federation

Canada

NPFMC

Environmental Concerns

Village Corporations

Eco-Tourism



We are specifically looking for answers to the following questions:

1. What navigational hazards do vessels operating in the study area face? 

2. Are there strains on safe navigation in the Bering Strait, such as increasing 

traffic density?

3. What are the benefits and drawbacks to establishing new routing measures?

4. What impacts, both positive and negative, would new routing measures 

have on the study area?

5. What costs and benefits are associated with the potential study      

recommendations listed above?  What measures do you think are most 

cost effective?



Questions?

Contact LT Faith Reynolds
(907) 463-2270

Faith.a.reynolds@uscg.mil

Send Comments to:
http://www.regulations.gov
Document type: “Notices”

Keyword: “USCG-2010-0833”

http://www.regulations.gov/

